Policies:

Pre-requisites for Club Trip Participants:

Minimum age: 12 years. No medical problems that could put the risk of the person or group at risk.  If unknown to the leader a participant must produce a reference or evidence of ability prior to leaving town. 

Leaders have the authority to restrict a person participating in a club trip on the grounds of ability, age or medical condition on the basis of safety risk to the whole group. 

Pre-requisites for Leaders:

To be a leader on club whitewater trips you have to have the following:

· River safety and river rescue skills 

· A current first aid certificate

· Experience seconding or leading several trips and demonstrated leadership skills 

· A bomb-proof roll 

· Competent paddling skills at least half to one grade above the section you are leading on

Leaders also need to:

· Be fully aware of, and employ, the club's safety procedures including filling out the trip safety form.

· Ensure that their seconds (or deputy leaders) have reasonable competence in rescuing other kayakers.

· Ensure that the members of the group are up to the grade of river being paddled and that the risks have been managed.

To be a second on club whitewater trips you have to have the following:

· A consistent roll

· Competent paddling skills at least half to one grade above the section you are leading on

· Experience as a trainee second rescuing swimmers and gear and high awareness of hazards and risk management. 

Preferably seconds will have:

· A current first aid certificate

· Attended a river safety course

As a club we do have a responsibility under OSH to provide clear safety procedures and stick by them. It may sound daunting but it is common sense.

Beginner-intermediate paddlers must be taken through the progression of whitewater grades, one stage at a time. 
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Environmental Policy

Car-pooling will be strongly encouraged to save fuel and emissions.

Rubbish must not be disposed of in the environment. All rubbish will be packed out and placed in a municipal refuse system. 
Didymo Policy

Always use the ‘Check, Clean, Dry’ method when moving from a river suspected of being infected with Didymo to one that is not. See Biosecurity NZ for any updates of rivers infected and any updates to rules. 

Reimbursement for Leaders and Committee Members:

· Active and committed committee members are entitled to an honorarium in the form of a reduction in membership fees by two thirds.

· Actual and reasonable expenses may be claimed by leaders for any trips. Such entitlements include: all vehicle running expenses ($0.75/km, wear and tear on personal gear and food.  As a guide about $10 can be charged per participant for trips to of 1-2 hours drive from base (eg the Buller) and provided to the leader and seconds to a maximum of $30 per leader. 

· Leaders and seconds/helpers are entitled to $100 or $75 respectively towards a skill or knowledge development course in any one year period provided they have lead or seconded on several club trips.
See beginners course expense claim form in appendix. 

